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House OKs overhaul of tax code 


But last-minute glitch 
delays final passage 


Deirdre Shesgreen 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON — The House on Tuesday 
passed the most significant overhaul of the 
tax code in three decades, but the bill hit a 
late-afternoon glitch in the Senate when the 
parliamentarian ruled that three provisions 
in the GOP bill did not comply with strict 
budget rules and would have to be stripped 
out. 

The means the House will likely have to 


vote again on a tweaked bill Wednesday, be- 
fore Republicans can claim their first major 
legislative win and deliver a $1.5 trillion 
package to President Donald Trump before 
Christmas, as he requested. 

Tuesday’s 227-to-203 vote in the House 
split mostly along party lines and came after 
a brief but heated debate, which was inter- 
rupted several times by protesters chanting 
“Kill the bill! Kill the bill!” before they were 
escorted from the House gallery. 

During the floor debate, Republicans tout- 
ed the tax bill as an engine for economic 
growth anda boost for middle-class families, 
while Democrats blasted it as a sop to big 
corporations and wealthy donors. Twelve 


House Republicans joined all the chamber’s 
Democrats to oppose the bill. 

The measure was expected to squeak 
through the Senate with a narrow GOP ma- 
jority Tuesday evening. “This is a once ina 
generation opportunity,” said Senate Major- 
ity Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky. 

It was also a years-in-the-making mo- 
ment for House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., 
who has spent nearly 20 years advocating for 
tax reform. Ryan took the rare opportunity to 
preside over the chamber for the vote, bang- 
ing the gavel and joyfully reading the final 
vote total, as his Republican colleagues 
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Teen prison 
official: Sex 
harassment 
similar to 
schools 


Patrick Marley and Ashley Luthern 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


IRMA —- Female guards at Wiscon- 
sin’s teen prison say inmates regularly 
expose themselves and make crude sex- 
ual remarks, but their bosses don’t con- 
sider the problem as pervasive as they 
do. 

In interviews, workers at Lincoln 
Hills School for Boys said inmates every 
day yell comments about their bodies, 
brag about their sexual prowess or say 
they’re going to rape them. The workers 
contended the prison’s leaders do little 
to nothing about it. 

John Paquin, who oversees the pris- 
on 30 miles north of Wausau, said the 
Department of Corrections investigates 
any claim of sexually inappropriate con- 
duct but that such matters do not com- 
monly get reported. 

‘Tm not aware of any situation that 
hasnt been addressed if it’s been 
brought to our attention,” he told report- 
ers last week during a tour of the facility. 

“Tm being told that happens in the 
public school system, too,” he said of the 
crude comments. 

Asked if he meant that the crass com- 
ments occur as frequently in schools 
around the state as they do at the teen 
prison, Paquin said he had no way of 
gauging that. 

Asked if inappropriate comments are 
made daily at Lincoln Hills, Paquin said, 
“It’s not being reported ona daily basis, I 
can tell you that.” 

Workers have expressed frustration 
over how their bosses have responded 
to their concerns. Two of them said Cor- 
rections Secretary Jon Litscher told a 
group of employees he didn’t want his 
visit there to turn into a “bitch session” 
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BURNED: A JOURNAL SENTINEL WATCHDOG REPORT 


south side. She said she has endured smelly fumes from the plant and has called the fire department and police to 
report the odor. RICK WOOD/MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


NATIONAL HAZARDS 


Industrial barrel recycling plants in several states rack up violations 


-Q 


most summer days. RICK WOOD/MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


south side, is 
located near an industrial park and a train track that runs alongside the home 
of Carlota Trevino. Trevino says she keeps her windows and doors closed 


John Diedrich milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


A group of workers poured leftover 
chemicals into a 250-gallon plastic 
container sitting on the floor of a Joliet, 
Ill., plant that recycles and refurbishes 
barrels and totes. 

“Go feel that and tell me if it’s 
warm,” a supervisor said when they 
were finished. 

It wasn't, so the men went to lunch. 

When they came back, the contain- 
er was a hot cauldron sending smoke 
and liquid to the ceiling like a giant Ro- 
man candle. 

The Joliet Fire Department was 
called, as was the hazardous materials 
crew. It took six hours to clear the 
scene at Tote Detailing. No one was in- 
jured, but the October 2014 incident 
was another alarm for the facility — 
and the barrel reconditioning industry. 
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Investigation of Walker, GOP 
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